AuthorAID Online Course: Writing Activity

Instructions: Writing a research abstract or summary
Option 1: Formal research abstract

Please choose this option if you’re in a position to write a real abstract for a journal paper. This may be the case if you’ve made substantial progress in an ongoing research project.  
If you choose this option, please do the following: 
1. Use the document template called “Template - Formal research abstract.doc”.
2. Select a target journal for the paper that you hope to write based on your abstract.
3. Mention the name of your target journal in your submission document.
4. Give the link to the instructions for authors given by this journal, and copy and paste all the instructions pertaining to the abstract within the relevant field in your submission document
5. Prepare your abstract following your target journal’s instructions word-for-word. You should also follow the advice for writing an abstract given in the relevant lessons of the course, unless any of this advice conflicts with your target journal’s instructions for authors. In case there is any conflict, give preference to the instructions given by the journal. 

6. Copy and paste all the instructions pertaining to writing a paper title within the relevant field in your submission document.
7. Prepare a title following your target journal’s instructions word-for-word. You should also follow the advice for writing a title given in the relevant lessons of the course, unless any of this advice conflicts with your target journal’s instructions for authors. In case there is any conflict, give preference to the instructions given by the journal.
Option 2: Informal research summary

Please choose this option if you’re not in a position to write a formal research abstract. This may be the case if you’ve not made substantial progress in an ongoing research project. 

If you choose this option, please do the following:

1. Use the document template called “Template - Informal research summary.doc”.
2. Do your best to write a summary of an ongoing or proposed research project you may be involved in. Your summary should be between 150 and 300 words long. Try to follow, to the extent possible, the advice given for writing an abstract given in the relevant lessons of the course.
3. Prepare a title following the advice for writing a title given in the relevant lessons of the course. Your title should be between 5 and 20 words long. 
General instructions

1. If you have any questions on matters that are not answered in the instructions above, please make a decision yourself on those matters.
2. Save your document with a file name that includes the title you have supplied with your abstract or summary.
3. Submit the completed proposal in .DOC format. Do not change it to PDF or any other format.

